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though outwardly preserving his immutable ser
sought to come to grips by demanding that Flc
should declare plainly whether he was to accoui
his friend or not. But this was precisely what
chiavelli's instructions forbade him from decl;
He evaded that he must first write to the Sig
and begged the Duke to tell him what terms h<
posed should form the treaty. But now it was f<
Duke to fence and to avoid in his turn a direct an
desiring that Florence should open the negoth
and that from her should come the first propos
He reminded Macchiavelli that Florence wou
well to come to a decision before the Orsini soug
patch up a peace with him, since, once that was
there would be fresh difficulties, owing, of cour:
Orsini's hostility to the existing Florentine Go
ment. And of such a peace there was now <
indication, Paolo Orsini having at last sent C
proposals for rejoining him3 subject to his abar
ing the 'Bologna enterprise (in which, the Orsir
gued, they could not bear a hand without bres
faith with Bentivogli) and turning against Flor
Vitelli, at the same time, announced himself rea<
return to Cesare's service, but first he required
"honest security."
Well might it have pleased Cesare to oblige
Orsini to the letter, and to give a lesson in stra
dealing to these shuffling Florentine pedlars who
a nimble-witted Secretary of State to hold hi]
play with sweet words barren of meaning. But 1
was always France and her wishes to be consid<
and he could not commit himself. So his answer
peremptory and condescending. He told the